
"Gem of the Highlands" 
 

  
NORWOOD CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
4645 MONTGOMERY RD. 

NORWOOD, OH 45212 
August 12, 2025  

7:30 PM  

 
A) CALL TO ORDER 
B) MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
C) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
D) ROLL CALL 
E) AMENDMENT OF AGENDA 
F) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
• July 8, 2025 
G) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
H) PUBLIC HEARINGS 
I) REQUEST TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
J) REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL 
K) THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS 
L) SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS 
 1)  ORDINANCE AMENDING DESIGNATED LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF NORWOOD FOR THE 

POSTING OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, STATEMENTS, ORDERS, PROCLAMATIONS, 
NOTICES, AND REPORTS REQUIRED BY LAW 

M) INTRODUCTORY READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS 
 1)  ORDINANCE TO CHANGE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2025, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 
 2)  ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL 

REGARDING NORWOOD TAX INCENTIVES UNDER VARIOUS COMMERCIAL CRA AGREEMENTS, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 3)  ORDINANCE ADOPTING NEW SECTION 103.03 TO THE NORWOOD CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 
BE ENTITLED “REPRODUCTION OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL,” AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 4)  RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL OPIOID LITIGATION SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH PURDUE PHARMA L.P. AND CERTAIN AFFILIATES, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 

 5)  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO THE URBAN FORESTRY 
GRANT PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

N) ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
O) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
P) NEW BUSINESS 
Q) COMMUNICATIONS 
 1)  Mick Oakes, PLK Associate Developer - Address to Council 
 2)  Victor Schneider, Mayor - Tree Board Appointment Letter 
 3)  Victor Schneider, Mayor - June Mayor's Court Fines 
 4)  Mike Skelly, Community Development Director - Pending Pavement Condition Rating (PCR) 

Study 
 5)  Keith Moore, Law Director - Request for Executive Session 
 6)  Lori Zombek, Human Resources Director - Request for Executive Session 
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R) EXCUSE ABSENT MEMBERS 
S) ADJOURNMENT 
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Norwood City Council
Council Chambers | Norwood City Hall

4645 Montgomery Road | Norwood, Ohio 45212
July 8, 2025 | 7:30pm

A) CALL TO ORDER
The Council for the City of Norwood met in a regular session on the above date with Mr. Joseph Geers 
presiding. The meeting opened with a moment of reflection and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

B) MOMENT OF REFLECTION
C) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D) ROLL CALL

On roll call, the following members answered present: Ms. Franzen, Ms. Hoover, Ms. Royse, Ms. Bowling, 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Girton and Mr. Breadon. 

E) AMENDMENT OF AGENDA
There were changes made to the agenda with the removal of the June 24th Council meeting minutes. The 
removal of ordinance M2, which has been revised and will be reflected in Ordinance M4. 
On a motion made by Ms. Royse, and seconded by Ms. Hoover, it moved to amend the agenda. All 
members present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 

F) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
There were no minutes from the previous meeting. 

G) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
There were no special presentations.  

H) PUBLIC HEARINGS
Tax budget prepared by the Auditor of Hamilton County, Ohio for the next fiscal year ending in December 31, 2026
Mr. Geers opened the public hearing. 
Sonny James addressed council and commended city leadership and finance staff for their dedication. Mr. James 
praised Mr. Mircale and his team for their transparency, competence, and leadership. Mr. James continued to 
express gratitude and support for the city’s continued prosperity.  
Mr. Geers closed the public hearing. 

I) REQUEST TO ADDRESS COUNCIL
1) Susan Daniels Re: Promoting school exhibit  

Ms. Daniels lives at 2063 Maple Avenue. Ms. Daniels address council in regards to the upcoming school 
exhibit on July 16 at 6:30pm at the Norwood Community Center in partnership with the Norwood 
Alumni Association. The exhibit will showcase memorabilia, archive materials, yearbooks, and a 
vintage football film. There are nine more public events planned for the year at various community 
locations. Ms. Daniles provided promotional materials to city council.  

2) Bishop Sonny James Re: Community 
Mr. James lives at 4305 Ashland Avenue. Mr. James addressed council in regards to the recent events 
and community concerns with surrounding cities. Mr. James expressed sorrow for the Texas tragedies. 
Mr. James has praised Norwood for its growth and unity despite challenges. Mr. James reaffirmed his 
commitment to the safety and progress of Norwood. 

J) REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL
1) Committee of the Whole – July 1, 2025

On a motion made by Ms. Royse, seconded by Mr. Girton to accept and file this report. All members 
present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 

K) THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS
There were no third readings of ordinances or resolutions. 

L) SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS
There were no second readings of ordinances or resolutions. 

M) INTRODUCTORY READING OF ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS
1) AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORWOOD, OHIO, AUTHORIZING NON-UNION 

EMPLOYEE PAY RATES. 
On a motion made by Mr. Girton, seconded by Ms. Franzen, it was moved to suspend the rules have 
all three readings due to the emergency need. All members present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 
Mr. Girton noted the emergency clause present in the ordinance packet on page 6. Mr. Girton also 
stated the HR director stated this needed to pass to be able to hire for the city. 
Ms. Hoover inquired about the administrative specialist position. Ms. Zombek, the city’s Human 
Resources Director provided clarity that existing staff remain the same and the current ordinance 
reflects the updated structure, not eliminations. 
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On a motion made by Ms. Hoover, seconded by Ms. Royse it was moved to pass the ordinance. Ms. 
Franzen, Ms. Hoover, Ms. Royse, Ms. Bowling, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Girton voted, “Yes,” Mr. 
Breadon voted, “No.” The motion passed. 

2) RESOLUTION ADOPTING 2026 TAX BUDGET, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
On a motion made by Ms. Franzen, seconded by Mr. Girton, it was moved to suspend the rules and 
have all three readings. All members present voted, “Yes.” The motion carried. 
Ms. Franzen referenced a recent committee meeting and commended the efforts of Mr. Miracle, Ms. 
Yeager, and the Auditor and Treasury Office staff. 
Mr. Moore also commended the Auditor’s office, and emphasized the transparency throughout the 
process. 
Ms. Hoover echoed similar sentiments and applauded the collaboration and transparency show by the 
Auditor’s office. 
On a motion made by Ms. Bowling, seconded by Ms. Franzen, it was moved to pass the resolution. All 
members present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 

3) ORDINANCE AMENDING DESIGNATED LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF 
NORWOOD FOR THE POSTING OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, STATEMENTS, 
ORDERS, PROCLAMATIONS, NOTICES, AND REPORTS REQUIRED BY LAW. 
On a motion made by Ms. Franzen, seconded by Ms. Bowling. It was moved to have the first reading. 
All members present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 
Ms. Hoover asked for clarification to whether locations were removed. Mr. Moore, the Law Director, 
confirmed the ordinance modernizes posting practices by reducing outdated locations and 
consolidating to more accessible locations. Mr. Moore added the changes align with how residents 
currently receive information and reduce inefficiencies. 
Mr. Breadon asked Mr. Moore, the Law Director to confirm no new postings were added, only outdated 
ones were removed. Mr. Moore confirmed. 
Mr. Moore clarified this ordinance was a revised version of the former M2 with wording and 
typographical edits. 

N) ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
Mayor Schneider was absent, but his report was delivered by the Safety-Service Director, Noah Powers. 
Mr. Power’s provided an update regarding the Elm Avenue Flood Elimination Project with a 
groundbreaking ceremony on July 11, at 10AM at 1912 Maple Avenue, a vacant lot. The attendees 
included engineers, contractors, project partners, and city/county officials. Mr. Breadon expressed full 
support for the Elm project. 
Ken Miracle, the City Auditor, thanked council for the passing of the 2026 tax budget and acknowledged 
the Auditor’s office. Mr. Miracle reiterated his commitment to ongoing collaboration with the finance 
committee. Mr. Mircale discussed plans for implementing a project management tool to help with 
increased transparency and accessibility for council. There is an upcoming audit on July 10, and the 
Auditor of the State will conduct a site audit. Multiple departments maybe involved throughout the day. 
The P-Card Manual is currently being reviewed by departments will a goal to present to Council in 
August. 
Keith Moore, Norwood Law Director, did not have a report at this time.

O) UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ms. Hoover and Mr. Geers provided an update on the Community Survey. The survey remains open and 
available on the city website and in local parks. Mr. Geers organized QR code table toppers. Residents 
were able to complete the survey at the Off-Pike Market, gaining more responses. The church contact list 
has been updated, and flyers will go out before July 13. The survey goal is 2,000 responses.  
Ms. Hoover provided a reminder for the cooling centers and their locations, Norwood Public Library, the 
Recreation centers in Evanston and Pleasant Ridge on Montgomery Road. Focus Cincinnati will be 
opening their cooling centers late in the summer. 
Ms. Hoover provided an update regarding Recycling and Composting. Norwood is a partner with 
Hamilton County Resource, which will help to promote recycling. Ms. Hoover urged residents to 
complete the Hamilton County Resource survey to help guide strategy, and help identify the focus 
outreach and which services are of interest. Ms. Hoover shared information regarding community 
composting within like communities and their success.
Ms. Franzen provided an update for the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Schedule and the purpose of 
the meeting is for the updates on street and park projects.  

P) NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Hoover alerted residents about the State of Ohio’s unclaimed funds. Ms. Hoover encouraged 
everyone to check for money owed to them or family/friends before it is redirected. Ms. Hoover thanked 
officers for attending the Off-Pike Market. The next Off-Pike Market will be on Saturday, August 2nd, 
2025. 
Ms. Bowling provided an update regarding the Norwood Barracudas hosting the Swim Championship 
Meet on July 14-15. The estimated attendance is 5,000-10,000 visitors, and there are volunteers needed. 
Mr. Moore shared his appreciation for the Fourth of July Firework show. 
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Ms. Hoover provided an update on Gun Safety and Youth Violence within Norwood. Ms. Hoover stated 
per Norwood Police, there has not been an increase in youth violence in Norwood. Ms. Hoover 
highlighted an organization, Found Village, as a successful wraparound youth support program. Gun 
locks are available for free from the Norwood Police Department. 
Mr. Geers provided an update for the 132nd Norwood Day Parade scheduled for July 18, 2025 from 7PM 
– 8:30PM. The new parade route begins on Floral Avenue near New City Presbyterian Church, turns left 
onto Smith Road, and continues to Wall Street and ends there. Mr. Geers is encouraging the public to plan 
accordingly. 
Mr. Girton asked if council will be meeting in two weeks. Mr. Geers stated, the fourth Tuesday of July, 
per the rules adopted by Council in January, is designated as the Council’s Vacation break. This rule was 
adopted prior to the parade date change. If urgent business arises, a special meeting will be called. 

Q) COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no communications. 

R) EXCUSE ABSENT MEMBERS
There were no absent members.

S) ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made by Mr. Breadon, seconded by Mr. Moore. It was moved to adjourn the meeting. All 
members present voted, “Yes.” The motion passed. 

_______________________                         __________________________
Kelsi Goins         Joseph S. Geers
Clerk of Council President of Council
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ORDINANCE TO CHANGE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2025,  
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 
 
 

 WHEREAS, Council wishes to increase and/or decrease appropriation line items for 2025; 
now, therefore, 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Norwood, State of Ohio, that: 

 
 SECTION 1. The appropriations line items are increased and/or decreased as follows: 
 

See Attached Exhibit “A” 
 
 
 SECTION 2. This ordinance is hereby declared an emergency ordinance and a measure 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare 
and shall go into effect forthwith. The reason for said emergency is to increase and/or decrease 
certain appropriations line items. 

 
 

 
PASSED_________________________  ____________________________________ 

Date    Joseph S. Geers 
President of Council 

 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was passed at 
a regular/special meeting of Norwood City Council on the    day of   , 2025, 
in compliance with the rules of Norwood City Council and the laws of the State of Ohio. The 
foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Mayor of the City of Norwood, Ohio, for his signature 
on the    day of     , 2025. 

           
 

       
                        

Kelsi Goins 
Clerk of Council 

 
 
 
APPROVED___________________         
   Date    Victor Schneider 

Mayor 
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CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION:  

 
Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was published in the  
 
                             on                             and                                      
.  
  (Name of Newspaper)                  (date)                   (date)  

 
 
 
 

                                          
 Kelsi Goins 

                              Clerk of Council 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE READINGS 
 
 
1st Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
2nd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
3rd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
All 3 Readings _____________________ 
   Date 
 
Tabled ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
Vetoed ____________________________ 
   Date 
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8/12/2025

EXHIBIT A

Increase In Permanent Appropriations to the following funds:

1001-0852-57600 Capital Projects - Streets 330,500.00

8088-0000-50000 Fire Agency Fund 67,126.67 Reverses 2/11 reduction

Decrease In Permanent Appropriations to the following funds:

1001-0815-57300 Materials & Supplies - Trans. Exp. Unassigned Vehicle (50,000.00)

1001-0890-57600 Capital Projects - Community Center (100,500.00)

1001-0911-57600 Capital Projects - Public Lands & Bldgs (30,000.00)

1001-0912-57600 Capital Projects - Parks & Playgrounds (150,000.00)

(330,500.00)

Transfer funding to Streets 

for Repair Work. Postponing 

other non-urgent projects.
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Keith D Moore, Law Director Tim Garry, Jr., Assistant Law Director 
kmoore@norwoodohio.gov tgarry@norwoodohio.gov 
513-458-4585 / 513-258-5483 513-458-4588 / 513-312-1275 (rev. 01/09/2018) 

 

 

City of Norwood Request for Ordinance, Resolution, Amendment, or Repeal 

Date of Request: 8/5/2025 Date Needed: 8/12/2025 

Request(s) should be submitted by the Wednesday, at noon, before date needed for Council, earlier if possible. 

Requested By: Noah Powers & Mary Yeager 
Contact:  
 
Document Requested: Ordinance 
 
Executive Summary of document needed: 

If an amendment or repeal request, list existing Ordinance Number(s)/Section(s) of Ordinance to be amended or repealed, etc. (or attach 
documents and/or copies as appropriate 

Requesting an ordinance to change the appropriations for the City of Norwood. 
 

1. Reversing 2/11/25 appropriations reduction. Request is to add $67,126.67 to #8088-0000-50000. 
2. Reducing 4 funds to add $330,500 to the streets capital project fund. See exhibit A. The transfer is 

for unexpected repair work. Non-urgent projects will be postponed to facilitate the transfer of funds. 
 

Action Requested: Emergency - Three Readings at One Meeting with Immediate Effectivity 
If Emergency clause or suspension of rules for all three readings is needed, explain: 

Emergency: to ensure appropriations are met to pay the invoices due. 

Special Notes/Instructions 
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ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TAX INCENTIVE 
REVIEW COUNCIL REGARDING NORWOOD TAX INCENTIVES UNDER VARIOUS 

COMMERCIAL CRA AGREEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Norwood has the statutory authority to create various zones that 

provide economic development incentives, which include Community Reinvestment Areas 
(CRAs); and 
 

WHEREAS, upon their creation of such zones, the City may consider entering into 
agreements with private sector entities engaged in economic development, which divert or abate 
tax revenues as an incentive to encourage particular economic projects to occur; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the creation of these zones, Section 5709.85 of Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 

provides that, before September 1 of each year, a Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) shall 
review the CRA Agreements between the City and the private sector entities to ensure compliance 
to their terms, and to make recommendations as to their continuation, modification, or 
cancellation; and 

 
WHEREAS, per Section 5709.85 of the ORC, the written recommendations of the TIRC 

were made on June 25, 2025, and were forwarded to City Administration and Mayor on June 27, 
2025.  City Council now has 60 days after receipt to hold a public meeting to formally vote on 
either accepting, rejecting, or modifying all or any portion of the recommendations and associated 
CRA Agreements; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Norwood, State 

of Ohio, that: 
 
SECTION 1.  The Tax Incentive Review Council, which is required to review agreements 

as of December 31, 2024, has done so prior to September 1, 2025, and has forwarded its 
recommendations to Norwood City Council. 

 
SECTION 2.  Council accepts the recommendations of the TIRC’s Status Reports for 2024 

(attached as Exhibit “A”), acted upon their June 25, 2025, meeting, for twenty (20) CRA Tax 
Abatement Agreements, and Council hereby now approves the following specific actions: 
 

(a) The following agreements shall be continued in force according to their terms: 
(i) Quatman Corner Properties; 
(ii) Regent Realty;  
(iii) Tri State Urological Services;  
(iv) SJN Data Center, LLC;  
(v) Playing Card Partners, LLC (Central Park, Existing Factory, Kenilworth 1A, 

Kenilworth 1B);  
(vi) United Dairy Farmers Inc.;  
(vii) Pure Beauty & Extension Bar, LLC;  
(viii) DKRJ Holdings, LLC (Company has until 2026 to reach full employment goals);  
(ix) 4631 Montgomery, LLC;  
(x) 4633 Montgomery LLC; and  
(xi) 4351 Pike Norwood LLC. 
 

(b) The following agreements should be continued in force, but subject to future review, as 
they are still in the construction phase, but the construction plans may be in flux: 

(i) Quality Inn (Montgomery and Maple, LLC); and 
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 2 

(ii) Playing Card Partners, LLC (Mixed-Use 1B). 
 
(c) The following agreements, following any required notice, should be modified in the 

manner described: 
(i) Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of Cincinnati LLC (MedProperties) 

should be modified to reduce the abatement to 10 years, in light of the new 
employee numbers. 

(ii) Ventura Commons, LLC (Event Center) should be modified to include Scusi LLC 
as the real property owner; and  

(iii) Ventura Commons, LLC (4030 Forest Ave) should be modified to include Scusi 
LLC as the real property owner. 

 
(d) The following agreement should be rescinded upon the request of the Company: 

(i) Ten27 Group, LLC. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall not be construed to effect a cancellation, revocation, 
or modification of any CRA Agreement, despite the acceptance of any recommendation to take 
such action. Instead, any cancellation or revocation shall be accomplished by way of a separate 
ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety or welfare of this City and for the further 
reason that this ordinance is required to be immediately effective in order to ensure continuance 
of the City’s tax incentive program. WHEREFORE, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
immediately upon its passage.  
 
 
PASSED:                                                           _____________________________  
   Date                          Joesph S. Geers 
        President of Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 

Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was passed at 
a regular/special meeting of Norwood City Council on the              day of                                 , 
2025, in compliance with the rules of Norwood City Council and the laws of the State of Ohio.  
The foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Mayor of the City of Norwood, Ohio, for his 
signature on the              day of                                  , 2025. 
 
              
        Kelsi Goins 
        Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED:                                                                 
   Date                                  Victor Schneider, Mayor 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION:  
 
 Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was published 
in the _______ ___________________ on _________________ and _______________.  
      (Name of Newspaper)                        (date)                          (date)  

 
 

              
        Kelsi Goins 
        Clerk of Council 
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 3 

 
 

ORDINANCE READINGS: 
 
1st Reading      
   Date 
 
2nd Reading      
   Date 
 
3rd Reading      
   Date 
 
All 3 Readings      
   Date 
 
Tabled      
   Date 
 
Vetoed      
   Date 
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Y:\Tax Abatement\Commun.Reinvest.Area\07.10.25 Req.Prep.Ord.&Council Action.docx 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF 

ORDINANCE, RESOLUTION, 

AMENDMENT, OR REPEAL, AND 

COUNCIL ACTION 

Requests should ideally be submitted to City of Norwood Law Department 14-days before desired 

Council action, but in no case later than the Wednesday, at noon, before requested Council 

action / meeting date. 

Date of this 

submission: 

7/10/25 Deadline for 

Required 

Council 

Action: 

8/12/25 

NAME OF PERSON / OFFICIAL TITLE, requesting documents and Council action: 

Mike Skelly, Norwood Dir. Community Development 

DOCUMENTS NEEDED: 

Ordinance: 

YES – 

Resolution: Amendment: Repeal: Council 

Action: YES 

Public Hearing / 

Public Notification: 

TBD 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – For Amendments or Repeals – State all exiting sections / ordinances 

that need to be amended: 

M. Skelly requests that attached or other authorizing ordinance (including Exhibits -20, TIRC

Status Reports) be prepared, formatted, collated for Council to take action on the

recommendations of the Tax Incentive Review Committee regarding the annual compliance

review of all executed Community Revitalization Area Agreements.  Draft Ord. is attached if

desired.  City Clerk, may need to prepare public notification.

DOES ACTION REQUIRE EMERGENCY CLAUSE?   N/A unless close to 60-day 

deadline. 

ARE ALL 3, READINGS OVER SEPARATE MEETING REQUIRED?   TBD 

OTHER SPECIAL NOTES / INSTRUCTIONS: 

1.Please ensure email confirmation to Mike Skelly – mskelly@norwoodohio.gov  RE date to

confirm Council meeting attendance, once scheduled.

2. Please coordinate follow-through / processing with Clerk of Council.

Thanks 

ms 
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ORDINANCE ADDING NEW SECTION 103.03 TO THE NORWOOD CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO BE ENTITLED “REPRODUCTION OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL,” 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  
 
 

WHEREAS, in 1946, the City of Norwood formally adopted its official seal by enacting 
Section 103.02, “Official Seal” of the Norwood Codified Ordinances; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio authorized the City to use the Official Seal; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Norwood has become aware of persons not 
affiliated with the government of the City of Norwood who are using the Official Seal; and  

 
WHEREAS, Council seeks to avoid the potential of confusion among the public as to 

whether the source of a communication is the City of Norwood or not; and  
 
WHEREAS, Council recognizes that we live in a time of increasingly aggressive and 

creative scams and misinformation campaigns and wishes to protect the public welfare; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Cincinnati forbids the use of the Cincinnati seal without 

permission, and Council seeks to adopt the same protections for the citizens of Norwood; now, 
therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Norwood, State of Ohio, that: 
 

 SECTION 1. Section 103.03 of the Norwood Codified Ordinances, entitled 
“REPRODUCTION OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL,” is hereby adopted to read as follows: 

 
Section 103.03 REPRODUCTION OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL. 
 

(a) The design of the official seal of the City of Norwood shall not be 
reproduced, except as required by any provision of the Ohio Constitution, the 
Revised Code or the Norwood Codified Ordinances, unless permission to do so is 
first obtained from the safety/service director. The safety/service director may 
authorize reproduction of the design of the official seal when the purpose is to: 

 
(1) Permit publication of a reproduction of the official seal of the City of 

Norwood; 
 
(2) Aid educational or historical programs; 
 
(3) Promote the economic or cultural development of the city in a 

manner deemed appropriate by the safety/service director. 
 
(b) No person shall use or permit to be used any reproductions or facsimile of 

the official seal or a counterfeit or nonofficial version of the official seal for any 
purpose not authorized by the safety/service director. 

 
(c) Whoever violates this section shall be guilty of unlawful reproduction of the 

official seal, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  
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SECTION 2. This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency ordinance and a 
measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general 
welfare and shall go into effect forthwith. The reason for said emergency is to prevent the 
deception of the members of the public regarding the source of official communications from the 
City of Norwood. 

 
 
 
PASSED              
    Date       Joseph S. Geers 
                            President of Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was passed at a 
regular/special meeting of Norwood City Council on the    day of   
 , 2025, in compliance with the rules of Norwood City Council and the laws of the State of 
Ohio, including but not limited to proper notice, public hearing, and publication.  The foregoing 
ordinance was submitted to the Mayor of the City of Norwood, Ohio, for his signature on the        
  day of               , 2025. 
 
 
              
        Kelsi Goins 
                                  Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
APPROVED              
                     Date                                 Victor Schneider 

Mayor 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION:  
 
 
 Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was 
published in the       on _________ and __________.  
                     (Name of Newspaper)                (date)             (date)  
 
 
 
              
        Kelsi Goins 
                                  Clerk of Council 
 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS 
 
1st Reading       
   Date 
 
2nd Reading       
   Date 
 
3rd Reading       
   Date 
 
All 3 Readings      
   Date 
 
Tabled       
   Date 
 
Vetoed       
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Keith D Moore, Law Director Tim Garry, Jr., Assistant Law Director 
kmoore@norwoodohio.gov tgarry@norwoodohio.gov 
513-458-4585 / 513-258-5483 513-458-4588 / 513-312-1275 (rev. 01/09/2018) 

 

 

City of Norwood Request for Ordinance, Resolution, Amendment, or Repeal 

Date of Request:   8/7/2025 Date Needed:  8/12/2025 

Request(s) should be submitted by the Wednesday, at noon, before date needed for Council, earlier if possible. 

Requested By: Keith D. Moore, Law Director 
Contact: X 5308 
 
Document Requested: Ordinance 
 
Executive Summary of document needed: 

If an amendment or repeal request, list existing Ordinance Number(s)/Section(s) of Ordinance to be amended or repealed, etc. (or attach 
documents and/or copies as appropriate 

Request for Ordinance adding New Section 103.03 to the Norwood Codified Ordinances to be entitled 
“Reproduction of the Official Seal.” 

Action Requested: Emergency - Three Readings at One Meeting with Immediate Effectivity 
If Emergency clause or suspension of rules for all three readings is needed, explain: 

The reason for the emergency is to prevent the deception of the source of official communication from the 
City of Norwood. 

Special Notes/Instructions 
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Sec. 104-2. - Reproduction of the Corporate Seal. 
 
The design of the corporate seal of the city of Cincinnati shall not be reproduced, except as 
required by any provision of the Ohio Constitution, the Revised Code or the Cincinnati 
Municipal Code, unless permission to do so is first obtained from the city manager. The city 
manager may authorize reproduction of the design of the corporate seal when the purpose is to: 
 
(a) Permit publication of a reproduction of the corporate seal of the city of Cincinnati; 
 
(b) Aid educational or historical programs; 
 
(c) Promote the economic or cultural development of the city in a manner deemed appropriate by 
the city manager. 
 
No person shall use or permit to be used any reproductions or facsimile of the corporate seal or a 
counterfeit or nonofficial version of the corporate seal for any purpose not authorized by the city 
manager. 
 
Whoever violates this section shall be guilty of unlawful reproduction of the corporate seal, a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  
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RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL OPIOID 
LITIGATION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH PURDUE PHARMA 

L.P. AND CERTAIN AFFILIATES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Norwood, Ohio (herein “Municipality”) is a municipal entity 
formed and organized pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the State of Ohio; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the people of the State of Ohio and its communities have been harmed by 
misfeasance, nonfeasance and malfeasance committed by certain entities within the Opioid 
Pharmaceutical Supply Chain; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio, through its Attorney General, and certain Local 
Governments, through their elected representatives and counsel, are separately engaged in 
litigation seeking to hold Opioid Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Participants accountable for the 
damage caused by their misfeasance, nonfeasance and malfeasance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio, through its Governor and Attorney General, and its Local 
Governments share a common desire to abate and alleviate the impacts of that misfeasance, 
nonfeasance and malfeasance throughout the State of Ohio; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio and its Local Governments have drafted, and the City of 
Norwood has adopted, and hereby reaffirms its adoption of, a OneOhio Memorandum of 
Understanding (“MOU”) relating to the allocation and the use of the proceeds of any potential 
settlements described; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has previously authorized the Law Director of the City of 
Norwood to accept Proposed Settlements with various Opioid Pharmaceutical Supply Chain 
Participants; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a settlement proposal is being presented to the various governmental entities 
and shareholders by Purdue Pharma L.P. and related parties, including the Sackler family, to 
resolve governmental entity claims throughout the country, which proposal was made available on 
July 25, 2025, which full terms are available at https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/purdue-
sacklers-settlements/; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the deadline to become a Participating Subdivision under the proposed 
agreement is September 30, 2025, and total share of settlement funds allocated to Ohio and its 
subdivisions, including Norwood, is projected to be in excess of $130,000,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Council wishes to agree to the material terms of the proposed Governmental 
Entity & Shareholder Direct Settlement Agreement with Purdue Pharma L.P. and certain affiliates;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORWOOD, OHIO. 
 

SECTION 1.  That the Law Director of the City of Norwood is authorized to execute the 
Subdivision Participation and Release Forms on behalf of the City of Norwood, in the form of 
“Exhibit A”, and any additional agreements necessary to effect the proposed settlement with 
Purdue.  
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SECTION 2.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of the Council relating 
to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all 
deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in 
meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 

SECTION 3.  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the preservation of the public peace, health, welfare and safety of the City of Norwood. The 
reason for the emergency is to ensure full inclusion in the Proposed Settlement and prompt pursuit 
of funds to assist in abating the opioid epidemic throughout Ohio. 
 
 
PASSED                                                           _____________________________                                             

Date                            Joseph S. Geers 
President of Council 

 
ATTEST: 
 

Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was passed at 
a regular/special meeting of Norwood City Council on the             day of                                
___________, 2025, in compliance with the rules of Norwood City Council and the laws of the 
State of Ohio.  The foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Mayor of the City of Norwood, Ohio 
for his signature on the             day of                                  , 2025. 
 

 
______________________________                            

        Kelsi Goins 
Clerk of Council 

 
 
APPROVED                                                                   ______________________________ 
         Date                      Victor Schneider 

Mayor 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION:  

 
 Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was published 
in the ________________________    on ____________ and _____________.  
       (Name of Newspaper)             (date)                       (date)  

 
 

______________________________ 
  Kelsi Goins 

                               Clerk of Council 
1st Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
2nd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
3rd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
All 3 Readings _____________________ 
   Date 
 
Tabled ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
Vetoed ____________________________ 
   Date 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO THE URBAN 
FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Norwood recognizes the importance of maintaining and 
enhancing a healthy and diverse urban forest as an essential component of environmental quality 
and public health; and 

WHEREAS, the Urban Forestry Grant Program provides funding to support projects that 
restore tree canopy, reduce stormwater runoff, improve watershed health, and promote the long-
term care and sustainability of community trees; and 

WHEREAS, this grant program aims to contract with local governments and non-profit 
agencies for the purchase and planting of large-stature, diverse tree species that improve the public 
realm and enhance community quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Norwood  seeks to mitigate urban heat islands, increase the 
resilience of our urban forest, and promote the many benefits of urban forestry, including clean air 
and water, increased property values, and reduced energy demands; and 

WHEREAS, the Norwood Tree Board  is preparing an application for a grant in the amount 
of $100,000 under the Urban Forestry Grant Program to support these goals through tree purchase, 
planting, and long-term care initiatives; 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Norwood, State of Ohio, that: 

 SECTION 1. The City of Norwood hereby supports the application for funding under the 
Urban Forestry Grant Program in the amount of $100,000 to advance local efforts in tree planting, 
species diversity, canopy restoration, and long-term urban forest health. 

SECTION 2. The City of Norwood is hereby authorized and directed to execute any 
necessary agreements and documents in connection with said application and to act as the 
authorized representative of the City in carrying out the program. 

SECTION 3. This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the preservation of the public peace, health, welfare, and safety of the City of Norwood. The 
reason for the emergency is to ensure that a grant application may be filed before the grant deadline 
date of August 27, 2025, for the current round of funding. 

 

 
 
PASSED                                                           _____________________________                                             

  Date                          Joseph S. Geers 
President of Council 
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ATTEST: 
 

Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was passed at 
a regular/special meeting of Norwood City Council on the             day of                                
___________, 2025, in compliance with the rules of Norwood City Council and the laws of the 
State of Ohio.  The foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Mayor of the City of Norwood, Ohio, 
for his signature on the             day of                                  , 2025. 
 

 
______________________________                            

        Kelsi Goins 
Clerk of Council 

 
 
APPROVED                                                                   ______________________________ 
         Date                      Victor Schneider 

Mayor 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION:  

 
 Kelsi Goins, the duly appointed Clerk of Council, attests that this ordinance was published 
in the ________________________    on ____________ and _____________.  
       (Name of Newspaper)             (date)                       (date)  

 
 

______________________________ 
  Kelsi Goins 

                               Clerk of Council 
1st Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
2nd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
3rd Reading ________________________ 
   Date 
 
All 3 Readings _____________________ 
   Date 
 
Tabled ____________________________ 
   Date 
 
Vetoed ____________________________ 
   Date 
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Narrative Summary for Grant Application – Norwood, Ohio Tree Canopy Project 
Applicant: City of Norwood, Ohio 
Federal Grant ID: 11094200-363 
Prepared by: Norwood Tree Board 
Project Area: Norwood, Hamilton County, Ohio 
 
Background and Community Need 
Norwood, Ohio, a historically industrial city just north of Cincinnati, was once home to 
thriving manufacturing sectors including General Motors and the U.S. Playing Card 
Company. While the southern portions of Norwood have seen some reinvestment and 
regrowth, the northern neighborhoods have experienced canopy loss and environmental 
stress due to decades of industrial development, infrastructure expansion, and limited 
green space investment. 
 
Recent data from American Forests Tree Equity Score and the CJEST (Cincinnati’s Joint 
Environmental Sustainability Taskforce) confirm that  Norwood falls significantly below 
the regional average for tree canopy coverage, contributing to increased urban heat, 
reduced air quality, and limited access to the mental and physical health benefits that 
urban trees provide. 
 
Project Goals and Scope of Work 
This project aims to: 

1. Complete Street Tree Inventory 
● Map all public right-of-way trees along Glenside, Hunter, Globe Avenues 

(± feeders), capturing species, DBH, health, and structural attributes using 
GIS/iTree protocols. 

2. Conduct Risk Assessment 
● Assess trees using ANSI A300 and ISA standards to categorize risk levels 

and guide pruning or removal. 
● Perform recommended pruning or removals as identified in the risk 

assessment, utilizing a TRAQ-certified arborist contracted by the City of 
Norwood to ensure compliance with best management practices and 
public safety standards. 

3. Strategic Planting Program 
● Plant ~150 diverse native and adaptive tree species along priority 

corridors to restore canopy, improve walkability, and strengthen ecological 
resilience. 

● Emphasize species diversity and site-appropriate selection, using trees 
that are well suited to the constraints of urban environments (e.g., salt 
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tolerance, compacted soil, limited rooting space) to reduce pest 
vulnerability and improve long-term success. 

4. Maintenance & Watering Program 
● Implement a two-season maintenance plan (April–October), 

ensuring watering, mulching, and health monitoring to 

sustain ≥80% survival rate. 

Scope of Work 
The Northern Norwood Tree Canopy Restoration project will address critical canopy 
gaps in a historically under-forested area. Activities will focus on public rights-of-way in 
the Glenside, Hunter, and Globe Avenue corridors and adjacent feeders. Work will be 
carried out in four phases: 
  
1. Complete Street Tree Inventory 
Using GIS and iTree Eco or iTree Streets protocols, a professional inventory will be 
conducted to document all existing street trees and potential planting sites along the 
project corridors. 

● Coverage Area: Public rights-of-way on Glenside Avenue, Hunter Avenue, Globe 
Avenue, and adjacent feeders. 

● Data Collected: Tree species, diameter at breast height (DBH), health condition, 
and structural attributes. 

● Deliverable: GIS-compatible dataset and map layer to inform planting and 
management decisions. 

  
2. Conduct Tree Risk Assessment 
All inventoried trees will be evaluated following ANSI A300 (Part 9) and ISA Best 
Management Practices to identify potential hazards and maintenance needs. 

● Risk Categories: Low, Moderate, High, and Extreme, with recommended actions 
for pruning or removal. 

● Deliverable: Risk assessment report with mapped risk levels and prioritized 
maintenance guidance. 

● Implementation: The City of Norwood will contract with a TRAQ-certified 
arborist to perform all recommended work identified through the assessment, 
including pruning, structural mitigation, and removals as needed, ensuring 
safety, quality, and alignment with professional standards. 

3. Strategic Planting Program 
A diverse selection of approximately 100 native and climate-resilient shade trees will be 
planted in areas identified through the inventory. 
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● Tree Selection Criteria: Native and adapted species chosen for urban resilience, 
biodiversity, and long-term canopy growth. 

● Goals: Restore tree canopy, reduce heat islands, improve walkability, and 
strengthen ecological resilience in underserved neighborhoods. 

● Planting Standards: All trees planted per ANSI A300 standards with initial 
mulching and staking where necessary. 

4. Maintenance & Watering Program 
The City of Norwood will implement a structured, two-season post-planting 
maintenance plan to promote tree establishment and survival. 

● Duration: April–October in years one and two after planting. 
● Services Provided: Regular watering, mulching, structural pruning, and 

monitoring for pests and stress indicators. 
● Performance Target: Achieve and sustain at least 80% survival rate by the end of 

the second growing season. 
● Responsibility: Managed by Norwood Public Works, with oversight by the Tree 

Board. 

Estimated Budget 
Assumptions: 

● 100–150 trees planted 
● Inventory and risk assessment done by certified arborist firms 
● Maintenance for two years 
● Community planting events led by partner org (Ohio Valley Forestry Fellowship) 
● Modest educational outreach materials 

Category Description Estimated Cost 

1. Tree Inventory 

GIS/i-Tree Eco or Streets inventory of 
existing trees + empty sites in project area 
(Glenside, Hunter, Globe + feeders). 
Includes mapping, data entry, and reporting. 

$12,000 

2. Tree Risk 
Assessment 

ANSI A300 & ISA-standard risk assessment 
with mapped prioritization. 

$4,500 

3. Corrective 
Pruning/Removal 

TRAQ-certified arborist to perform safety 
pruning and necessary removals of 
high/extreme risk trees. 

$10,000 
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4. Tree Purchase 
Purchase of 100–150 trees (2” caliper, 
native/adapted species). Average $275/tree 
including delivery. 

 
$27,500–$41,250 

5. Tree Planting 
Labor 

Professional labor or contracted crews for 
planting (if not fully volunteer-based). Avg. 
$75/tree planted. 

$7,500–$11,250 

6. Maintenance & 
Watering (2 seasons) 

City of Norwood Public Works (or 
contractor). Watering, mulching, pest 
monitoring, and structural pruning. 

$15,000 

7. Community 
Engagement 

Community planting events (tools, snacks, 
volunteer coordination, signage, flyers). 
Includes support from Ohio Valley Forestry 
Fellowship. 

$4,000 

8. Educational 
Materials 

Tree tags, door hangers, flyers, and web 
content explaining tree benefits & care. 

$2,000 

9. Project 
Management & 
Oversight 

Coordination time by Tree Board, city staff 
liaison, and reporting/admin costs. 

$3,500 

| Estimated Total | | $86,000–$103,000 | 
 
You can adjust the total request depending on the finalized tree count and whether some 
labor (e.g., planting) is done by volunteers or in-kind from the city. 
  
Community Engagement Plan 
Overview 
A central component of this project is public involvement. Northern Norwood residents 
will not only benefit from increased canopy but will be directly involved in shaping, 
planting, and caring for their neighborhood’s urban forest. 
Partnership 

● Ohio Valley Forestry Fellowship (OVFF) will serve as the lead community 
engagement partner. 

● OVFF will coordinate and facilitate 2–3 public tree planting events, provide tree 
care education, and help recruit volunteers. 

● The events will be modeled after successful planting days in Covington, Kentucky, 
engaging residents of all ages. 

 

Page 56 of 94



Engagement Strategies 

Action Details 

Tree Planting Events 
Host 2–3 seasonal events (Spring/Fall 2026) where 
residents help plant trees in their neighborhood. OVFF 
and city staff will train and supervise volunteers. 

Neighborhood Outreach 
Door-to-door outreach, social media posts, local school 
communications, and flyers will be used to invite 
participation and promote tree awareness. 

Volunteer Training 
OVFF will conduct brief on-site demonstrations on 
planting technique and tree care at each event. Optional 
follow-up info sheets provided. 

Tree Tags and Signage 

Trees will be tagged with QR codes or signs showing 
species and benefits (stormwater retention, cooling, 
etc.), helping residents understand their ecological 
value. 

Youth Engagement 
Partner with Norwood schools or scouts to involve 
youth in planting and stewardship activities. Consider 
classroom sessions or "adopt-a-tree" programs. 

Ongoing 
Communication 

Regular updates via the City of Norwood website and 
Tree Board social channels will share planting maps, 
survival rate updates, and upcoming events. 
 

Long-Term Impact 
The community engagement plan is designed to: 

● Build a sense of ownership around the new trees 
● Establish neighborhood-level stewardship 
● Improve public understanding of tree care and environmental benefits 
● Create a model for future citizen-led greening initiatives in Norwood 

Why Norwood? 
Norwood’s history as a self-contained city-within-a-city makes it uniquely positioned for 
a successful urban forestry initiative. Despite economic challenges, Norwood boasts 
strong neighborhood identity and civic pride. Investing in tree canopy now will not only 
mitigate climate and air-quality impacts but also reinvigorate a sense of environmental 
ownership and intergenerational stewardship. 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO THE URBAN 
FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the City of Norwood recognizes the importance of maintaining and enhancing a 
healthy and diverse urban forest as an essential component of environmental quality and public 
health; and 

WHEREAS, the Urban Forestry Grant Program provides funding to support projects that restore 
tree canopy, reduce stormwater runoff, improve watershed health, and promote the long-term 
care and sustainability of community trees; and 

WHEREAS, this grant program aims to contract with local governments and non-profit agencies 
for the purchase and planting of large-stature, diverse tree species that improve the public realm 
and enhance community quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Norwood  seeks to mitigate urban heat islands, increase the resilience of 
our urban forest, and promote the many benefits of urban forestry, including clean air and water, 
increased property values, and reduced energy demands; and 

WHEREAS, the Norwood Tree Board is preparing an application for a grant in the amount of 
$100,000 under the Urban Forestry Grant Program to support these goals through tree 
purchase, planting, care and long-term care initiatives; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Norwood City Council 

1. That City of Norwood hereby supports the application for funding under the Urban 
Forestry Grant Program in the amount of $100,000 to advance local efforts in tree 
planting, species diversity, canopy restoration, and long-term urban forest health. 
 

2. That the City of Norwood is hereby authorized and directed to execute any necessary 
agreements and documents in connection with said application and to act as the 
authorized representative of the [City / Organization] in carrying out the program. 
 

3. That this Resolution shall take effect and be in full force immediately upon its passage 
and approval. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 1 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS AND TIMELINE 

Government agencies and nonprofit organizations are eligible to submit proposals for consideration under 
this competition. Funds supplied by the USDA Forest Service are intended to substantially invest in the 
long-term growth and development of local urban and community forestry programs. 

This RFP is a follow up grant program to supplement the original grant program in 2024 to build upon 
executed awards and fund new projects. Existing awardees, unfunded applicants and new partners are 
all encouraged to apply. 

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO urban.forestry@dnr.ohio.gov NO LATER THAN August 27, 2025. 
Supporting documents may be included with the application form. Applicants will be notified of 
funding status by October 15, 2025. Projects must be completed by June 30, 2027. 

There will be an on-line mandatory meeting after grants have been awarded. All individuals directly involved 
in work relating to the grant are required to attend. We also recommend that any individual supporting the 
grant (i.e. tree commissioners, staff, local officials etc.) also attend the on-line meeting. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Projects funded through this opportunity must be focused on delivering 100% of the program benefits to the 
eligible communities and will receive a full match waiver.  

Eligible Communities Map available HERE (download size: 141.34 MB). 

Eligible Communities Parcel List available HERE (download size: 217.08 KB) 

Proposed work in communities outside of eligible census tracts is subject to DOF approval. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 2 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

GRANT PROGRAM GOALS 

• To contract with local governments or non-profits for the purchase and planting of trees for 
public benefits. 

• To restore community tree canopy with large-stature trees and promote species diversity. 

• To reduce stormwater runoff, maximize filtration of overland flow, and improve watershed 
health. 

• To enhance the quality of life in participating cities, villages, and townships. 

• Promoting urban forestry benefits through the proper planting and care of trees. 

• To strengthen and support existing comprehensive community tree care programs. 

• To ensure that urban forests provide communities with clean air and water, increased property 
values, wildlife habitat, and reduced erosion, stormwater runoff, and energy demands. 

• To promote Ohio’s nursery, arboriculture, and landscape industries through tree purchase and 
installation contracts. 

• To increase the capacity of Ohio communities to effectively manage and grow their urban forest 
canopy. 

• To build sustainable urban forestry programs. 

• To mitigate urban heat islands. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 3 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

ELIGIBLE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Professional Staff – Full or part-time staff or contractual staff to implement any program activity noted 
below. Funds can be for new or existing staff. 

Planning – Funding for staff or contractors to complete an urban forest management plan, tree inventory, 
operations review, tree risk assessment, street tree planting Design, specification development, and tree 
related ordinance review and development. 

Risk Mitigation – Funding to support high-risk tree removal and/or pruning on public property. Must be 
supported by professionally based tree risk assessment data and/or a risk management plan. Grants 
funding tree removals must include tree planting at no less than a 1-to-1 ratio. 

Proactive Maintenance – Applicants may apply for funds to conduct mature tree pruning, young tree 
training and care, and tree and soil protection measures. 

Site Preparation – Funding category for site preparation prior to tree planting. Eligible activities include soil 
amendment (the recipe), suspended pavement/soil cell, hardscape removal, and stump grinding. 

Training – Funds for staff to attend urban forestry related trainings, or to fund trainings for staff and/or 
volunteers delivered by contractors, or to develop training programs. 

Tree Planting and Establishment – Grant applicants may apply for tree planting and establishment on public 
property. All tree planting projects will be required to conform to the USDA Forest Service Eastern Region 
Tree Planting Guidelines. All trees must be selected, planted, and maintained according to the latest 
version of Ohio’s endorsed tree planting specifications, American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
Z60.1 Nursery Stock Standards, ANSI A300 Tree Care Standards, and International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) Best Management Practices. 

Urban Food Forests – Grant applicants may apply for funding to support creation of urban food forests in 
disadvantaged communities. 

Urban Wood Utilization – Grant applicants may apply for funding to support utilization of urban wood. 

Extreme Heat Mitigation – Grant applicants may apply for funding to complete urban forestry projects 
designed to mitigate urban heat island effects in communities. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 4 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

INELIGIBLE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Any activity not benefiting eligible communities– as defined by ODNR's eligible community map. 

Land acquisition or construction – Funds from this grant cannot be directly used to purchase real 
property or construct buildings. 

Utility infrastructure upgrades – The grant can be used to support any defined eligible activity in 
conjunction with these upgrades, but not utility upgrades or relocations. 

Street or sidewalk upgrades – The grant can be used to support any defined eligible activity 
in conjunction with these upgrades, but not the sidewalk, street maintenance, or similar hard 
infrastructure upgrades themselves unless specifically designed for tree establishment (e.g. 
suspended pavement system). 

Subawards – Subawards are not allowed unless approved by the Ohio Division of Forestry Urban Forestry 
Administrator in writing. 

Equipment – As defined by federal regulations 2 CFR Part 200, as generally any one-single item with a 
purchase value of over $5,000 which has a useful life of over 1-year. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 5 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

TIMELINE 

These grants will be scheduled to end by the state biennium, June 30, 2027. Extensions may be 
offered if requested and mutually agreed. 

Communities lacking written urban forest management plans, tree work specifications, or urban forestry 
policies or have outdated ordinances are encouraged to utilize this grant opportunity to address these 
needs to further improve local urban forestry programming. 

• Grant requests may range from $15,000 to $100,000. 

• Federal grant monies awarded under this program will be paid only upon evidence of project 
completion and approval of eligible expenses. 

• All tree plantings must conform to the USDA Forest Service Eastern Region Tree Planting 
Guidelines. 

• All trees must be selected, planted, and maintained according to the latest version of Ohio’s 
endorsed tree planting specifications, ANSI Z60.1 Nursery Stock Standards and ANSI A300 Tree 
Care Standards, and ISA Best Management Practices. 

• Subcontracted firms must have appropriate insurance and Workers Compensation. No service 
contracts may exceed $30,000 in total without the expressed written approval of the Ohio 
Division of Forestry’s Urban Forestry Administrator. 

• Applicants utilizing grant funds for pruning, removal, or any other tree care work must follow all 
OSHA regulations and the latest versions of ANSI A300 Tree Care Standards and ANSI Z133 
Arboricultural Operations Safety Requirements. 

• Applicants utilizing grant funds for tree removals must explain the evaluation criteria (e.g., utilize 
an ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) arborist for evaluation). 

• Application approval will be based on evaluation criteria and previous grant performance. 

• ODNR reserves the right to suggest modifications to the scope of work and reduce grant awards as 
necessary. 

• At least a portion of the funds must be used for tree planting. 

• The U.S. Forest Service will be acknowledged as a funding source for work performed under this 
grant, including any future signage requirements. 

• All awardees are required to attend a mandatory, on-line meeting post award period. The Ohio 
Division of Forestry will announce the date, time and login information upon grant award. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 6 

OHIO’S URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM 
Federal Grant ID: 23-DG-11094200-363 

 

 

Applications MUST include: 

o A signed statement from a designated community official (Mayor, Manager, Administrator, 
Service Director, etc.) certifying responsibility for the maintenance for any public tree planting. If 
this is a multi-community grant, please include this information for each entity. 

o An authorizing resolution by council for municipal governments, Board of Directors for 
non- profit agencies, or equivalent entity. If this is a multi-community grant, please 
include this information for each entity. 

o The community’s Unique Entity ID (UEI). If this is a multi-community grant, only the 
lead applicant information is required. 

o The community’s State of Ohio Supplier ID Number. If this is a multi-community grant, only 
the lead applicant information is required. 

o Completed application form. 

• Non-profit organizational applications must also include: 

o A copy of the IRS letter of determination indicating non-profit status. 

o Documented permission from the land-owning authority (e.g., city, village, township) 
where the project will be performed. 

Applicants are encouraged to follow the Tree Commission Academy’s Disciplined Investment Strategy 
when applying for programmatic work. Adhering to the strategy’s budget priorities will ensure that over 
time all trees in a community will be safe, healthy, long-lived, and cost effective. Budget priorities in order 
from highest to lowest priority include professional staffing, resource assessment and planning, risk 
mitigation, proactive maintenance, site preparation, and tree planting. Applicants are encouraged to 
provide documentation of, or apply for, higher priority elements of a sustainable urban forestry program 
when applying for programmatic elements lower on the priority scale. For example, should an applicant 
seek to fund high-risk tree removal, they are encouraged to provide documentation of or apply for 
funding a tree risk assessment to inform them of the work necessary in the lower priority element. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

The DOF will evaluate each submission based on community need, budget proposal, and the proposal’s 
long-term impact on community tree cover. A risk assessment will be completed for each community 
based on information available to ODNR and past performance on grant agreements. 

The DOF may, at its sole discretion, request the applicant modify the application prior to award. In all 
cases the final application will be incorporated into the grant subaward agreement. 

If you have questions regarding the types of planting projects or components that may be considered, 
please contact your Regional Urban Forester or email Columbus staff at urban.forestry@dnr.ohio.gov. 

MONITORING & REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 

All grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis. Reimbursements may be requested no more often 
than quarterly. Reimbursements must be requested in a manner and form provided by the division, 
including a narrative report on grant progress and expenditures. 

Regional urban foresters, or other designees, will meet with grant recipients at least quarterly to 
monitor grant progress. Recipients are expected to take programmatic and technical directions from 
the regional urban forester. All reimbursement requests must be approved by the division’s urban 
forestry administrator. 

Two meetings will be held to explain the grant program and requirements on Microsoft Teams. 
Attendance for applicants is not required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

@ 10:00 AM on Thursday June 5, 2025 

OR 

@ 1:00 PM Tuesday June 10, 2025 
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Grant Applicant:    

Unique Entity ID#   State of Ohio Supplier ID#    

Project Lead: Provide the contact information of the grant administrator for the project. 

Name:   

Email:   

Phone:   

Address:   
 

 

 
 
 

 
Funding Requested (min $15,000, max $100,000):   County:  

$ Population impacted by grant activities:  

Census tracts (11 digits) in project:  

Utilize the Eligible Communities Map available HERE (download size: 141.34 MB)  

OR 

Utilize the Eligible Communities Parcel List available HERE (download size: 217.08 KB) 
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Scope of Work: Provide a detailed narrative that describes your project and the implementation 
timeline. Be sure to include relevant details on the portion of the project that will support tree 
planting. Attach additional pages if necessary. 
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Describe how you have or plan to engage local citizens to gather input, identify interests and needs of 
the community and bring underrepresented viewpoints into decision making processes. Include 
information on engagement methods and how information will be used in decision making and 
implementation. 

 

 
Budget: Complete the budget table and budget explanation that outlines the proposal request. Include 
leveraged funds that will be utilized in the project but are not part of the grant request. Leveraged 
funds can include in-kind services, supplies, or equipment use. Reference the DOF urban subaward 
grant manual for an explanation of each category. Describe who will work on the grant, what supplies 
will be purchased, and what portion of the project will be contracted. THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY 
OBTAINED A MATCH WAIVER FOR THIS GRANT THAT IS PASSED ALONG TO ALL GRANT RECIPIENTS. 
NO MATCHING FUNDS ARE REQUIRED. Leveraged funds are additional funds your community is 
investing in the work. It may help in explaining overall community commitment to urban forestry. 

 

Budget Items Funding 
Request ($) Leveraged Funds ($) 

Budget Detail/ 
Source of Leverage 

Personnel    
Fringe    
Supplies    
Contractual    

Travel    

Volunteer    
Other    
Indirect    
TOTAL    
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Budget Explanation: 

 

 

 

Checklist for a completed application: 
☐ Authorizing council resolution (if 
applicable) 
☐ State of Ohio Supplier ID Number 

 
☐ Unique Entity ID (UEI) with active 

registration status in SAM.gov 
☐ Signed statement certifying 

responsibility for maintenance 

IF ANY OF THESE ITEMS ARE MISSING YOUR APPLICATION MAY BE EXCLUDED FROM CONSIDERATION. 

OPTIONAL ATTACHMENTS 
☐ Planting Design 
☐ City urban forest plan 
☐ Summary of Risk Management / Tree Risk Assessment information 
☐ i-Tree Landscape analysis summary 
☐ Budget detail information 
☐ Organization chart showing key project members 
☐ Gantt Chart showing project timelines 
☐ Existing relevant tree ordinance(s) 
☐ Letter of support from tree commission 
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NONDISCRIMINATION DISCLOSURE 

In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible state 
or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s target center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the federal relay service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information is also available in languages other than English. 

To file a complaint alleging discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , or at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provided in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250- 9410; (2) fax: 
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov . This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. 
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SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS AND TIMELINE 

Government agencies and nonprofit organizations are eligible to submit proposals for consideration under 
this competition. Funds supplied by the USDA Forest Service are intended to substantially invest in the 
long-term growth and development of local urban and community forestry programs. 

This RFP is a follow up grant program to supplement the original grant program in 2024 to build upon 
executed awards and fund new projects. Existing awardees, unfunded applicants and new partners are 
all encouraged to apply. 

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO urban.forestry@dnr.ohio.gov NO LATER THAN August 27, 2025. 
Supporting documents may be included with the application form. Applicants will be notified of 
funding status by October 15, 2025. Projects must be completed by June 30, 2027. 

There will be an on-line mandatory meeting after grants have been awarded. All individuals directly involved 
in work relating to the grant are required to attend. We also recommend that any individual supporting the 
grant (i.e. tree commissioners, staff, local officials etc.) also attend the on-line meeting. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Projects funded through this opportunity must be focused on delivering 100% of the program benefits to the 
eligible communities and will receive a full match waiver.  

Eligible Communities Map available HERE (download size: 141.34 MB). 

Eligible Communities Parcel List available HERE (download size: 217.08 KB) 

Proposed work in communities outside of eligible census tracts is subject to DOF approval. 
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GRANT PROGRAM GOALS 

• To contract with local governments or non-profits for the purchase and planting of trees for 
public benefits. 

• To restore community tree canopy with large-stature trees and promote species diversity. 

• To reduce stormwater runoff, maximize filtration of overland flow, and improve watershed 
health. 

• To enhance the quality of life in participating cities, villages, and townships. 

• Promoting urban forestry benefits through the proper planting and care of trees. 

• To strengthen and support existing comprehensive community tree care programs. 

• To ensure that urban forests provide communities with clean air and water, increased property 
values, wildlife habitat, and reduced erosion, stormwater runoff, and energy demands. 

• To promote Ohio’s nursery, arboriculture, and landscape industries through tree purchase and 
installation contracts. 

• To increase the capacity of Ohio communities to effectively manage and grow their urban forest 
canopy. 

• To build sustainable urban forestry programs. 

• To mitigate urban heat islands. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

ELIGIBLE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Professional Staff – Full or part-time staff or contractual staff to implement any program activity noted 
below. Funds can be for new or existing staff. 

Planning – Funding for staff or contractors to complete an urban forest management plan, tree inventory, 
operations review, tree risk assessment, street tree planting Design, specification development, and tree 
related ordinance review and development. 

Risk Mitigation – Funding to support high-risk tree removal and/or pruning on public property. Must be 
supported by professionally based tree risk assessment data and/or a risk management plan. Grants 
funding tree removals must include tree planting at no less than a 1-to-1 ratio. 

Proactive Maintenance – Applicants may apply for funds to conduct mature tree pruning, young tree 
training and care, and tree and soil protection measures. 

Site Preparation – Funding category for site preparation prior to tree planting. Eligible activities include soil 
amendment (the recipe), suspended pavement/soil cell, hardscape removal, and stump grinding. 

Training – Funds for staff to attend urban forestry related trainings, or to fund trainings for staff and/or 
volunteers delivered by contractors, or to develop training programs. 

Tree Planting and Establishment – Grant applicants may apply for tree planting and establishment on public 
property. All tree planting projects will be required to conform to the USDA Forest Service Eastern Region 
Tree Planting Guidelines. All trees must be selected, planted, and maintained according to the latest 
version of Ohio’s endorsed tree planting specifications, American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
Z60.1 Nursery Stock Standards, ANSI A300 Tree Care Standards, and International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) Best Management Practices. 

Urban Food Forests – Grant applicants may apply for funding to support creation of urban food forests in 
disadvantaged communities. 

Urban Wood Utilization – Grant applicants may apply for funding to support utilization of urban wood. 

Extreme Heat Mitigation – Grant applicants may apply for funding to complete urban forestry projects 
designed to mitigate urban heat island effects in communities. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

INELIGIBLE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Any activity not benefiting eligible communities– as defined by ODNR's eligible community map. 

Land acquisition or construction – Funds from this grant cannot be directly used to purchase real 
property or construct buildings. 

Utility infrastructure upgrades – The grant can be used to support any defined eligible activity in 
conjunction with these upgrades, but not utility upgrades or relocations. 

Street or sidewalk upgrades – The grant can be used to support any defined eligible activity 
in conjunction with these upgrades, but not the sidewalk, street maintenance, or similar hard 
infrastructure upgrades themselves unless specifically designed for tree establishment (e.g. 
suspended pavement system). 

Subawards – Subawards are not allowed unless approved by the Ohio Division of Forestry Urban Forestry 
Administrator in writing. 

Equipment – As defined by federal regulations 2 CFR Part 200, as generally any one-single item with a 
purchase value of over $5,000 which has a useful life of over 1-year. 
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TIMELINE 

These grants will be scheduled to end by the state biennium, June 30, 2027. Extensions may be 
offered if requested and mutually agreed. 

Communities lacking written urban forest management plans, tree work specifications, or urban forestry 
policies or have outdated ordinances are encouraged to utilize this grant opportunity to address these 
needs to further improve local urban forestry programming. 

• Grant requests may range from $15,000 to $100,000. 

• Federal grant monies awarded under this program will be paid only upon evidence of project 
completion and approval of eligible expenses. 

• All tree plantings must conform to the USDA Forest Service Eastern Region Tree Planting 
Guidelines. 

• All trees must be selected, planted, and maintained according to the latest version of Ohio’s 
endorsed tree planting specifications, ANSI Z60.1 Nursery Stock Standards and ANSI A300 Tree 
Care Standards, and ISA Best Management Practices. 

• Subcontracted firms must have appropriate insurance and Workers Compensation. No service 
contracts may exceed $30,000 in total without the expressed written approval of the Ohio 
Division of Forestry’s Urban Forestry Administrator. 

• Applicants utilizing grant funds for pruning, removal, or any other tree care work must follow all 
OSHA regulations and the latest versions of ANSI A300 Tree Care Standards and ANSI Z133 
Arboricultural Operations Safety Requirements. 

• Applicants utilizing grant funds for tree removals must explain the evaluation criteria (e.g., utilize 
an ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) arborist for evaluation). 

• Application approval will be based on evaluation criteria and previous grant performance. 

• ODNR reserves the right to suggest modifications to the scope of work and reduce grant awards as 
necessary. 

• At least a portion of the funds must be used for tree planting. 

• The U.S. Forest Service will be acknowledged as a funding source for work performed under this 
grant, including any future signage requirements. 

• All awardees are required to attend a mandatory, on-line meeting post award period. The Ohio 
Division of Forestry will announce the date, time and login information upon grant award. 
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Applications MUST include: 

o A signed statement from a designated community official (Mayor, Manager, Administrator, 
Service Director, etc.) certifying responsibility for the maintenance for any public tree planting. If 
this is a multi-community grant, please include this information for each entity. 

o An authorizing resolution by council for municipal governments, Board of Directors for 
non- profit agencies, or equivalent entity. If this is a multi-community grant, please 
include this information for each entity. 

o The community’s Unique Entity ID (UEI). If this is a multi-community grant, only the 
lead applicant information is required. 

o The community’s State of Ohio Supplier ID Number. If this is a multi-community grant, only 
the lead applicant information is required. 

o Completed application form. 

• Non-profit organizational applications must also include: 

o A copy of the IRS letter of determination indicating non-profit status. 

o Documented permission from the land-owning authority (e.g., city, village, township) 
where the project will be performed. 

Applicants are encouraged to follow the Tree Commission Academy’s Disciplined Investment Strategy 
when applying for programmatic work. Adhering to the strategy’s budget priorities will ensure that over 
time all trees in a community will be safe, healthy, long-lived, and cost effective. Budget priorities in order 
from highest to lowest priority include professional staffing, resource assessment and planning, risk 
mitigation, proactive maintenance, site preparation, and tree planting. Applicants are encouraged to 
provide documentation of, or apply for, higher priority elements of a sustainable urban forestry program 
when applying for programmatic elements lower on the priority scale. For example, should an applicant 
seek to fund high-risk tree removal, they are encouraged to provide documentation of or apply for 
funding a tree risk assessment to inform them of the work necessary in the lower priority element. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

The DOF will evaluate each submission based on community need, budget proposal, and the proposal’s 
long-term impact on community tree cover. A risk assessment will be completed for each community 
based on information available to ODNR and past performance on grant agreements. 

The DOF may, at its sole discretion, request the applicant modify the application prior to award. In all 
cases the final application will be incorporated into the grant subaward agreement. 

If you have questions regarding the types of planting projects or components that may be considered, 
please contact your Regional Urban Forester or email Columbus staff at urban.forestry@dnr.ohio.gov. 

MONITORING & REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 

All grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis. Reimbursements may be requested no more often 
than quarterly. Reimbursements must be requested in a manner and form provided by the division, 
including a narrative report on grant progress and expenditures. 

Regional urban foresters, or other designees, will meet with grant recipients at least quarterly to 
monitor grant progress. Recipients are expected to take programmatic and technical directions from 
the regional urban forester. All reimbursement requests must be approved by the division’s urban 
forestry administrator. 

Two meetings will be held to explain the grant program and requirements on Microsoft Teams. 
Attendance for applicants is not required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

@ 10:00 AM on Thursday June 5, 2025 

OR 

@ 1:00 PM Tuesday June 10, 2025 
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Grant Applicant:    

Unique Entity ID#   State of Ohio Supplier ID#    

Project Lead: Provide the contact information of the grant administrator for the project. 

Name:   

Email:   

Phone:   

Address:   
 

 

 
 
 

 
Funding Requested (min $15,000, max $100,000):   County:  

$ Population impacted by grant activities:  

Census tracts (11 digits) in project:  

Utilize the Eligible Communities Map available HERE (download size: 141.34 MB)  

OR 

Utilize the Eligible Communities Parcel List available HERE (download size: 217.08 KB) 
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Scope of Work: Provide a detailed narrative that describes your project and the implementation 
timeline. Be sure to include relevant details on the portion of the project that will support tree 
planting. Attach additional pages if necessary. 
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Describe how you have or plan to engage local citizens to gather input, identify interests and needs of 
the community and bring underrepresented viewpoints into decision making processes. Include 
information on engagement methods and how information will be used in decision making and 
implementation. 

 

 
Budget: Complete the budget table and budget explanation that outlines the proposal request. Include 
leveraged funds that will be utilized in the project but are not part of the grant request. Leveraged 
funds can include in-kind services, supplies, or equipment use. Reference the DOF urban subaward 
grant manual for an explanation of each category. Describe who will work on the grant, what supplies 
will be purchased, and what portion of the project will be contracted. THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY 
OBTAINED A MATCH WAIVER FOR THIS GRANT THAT IS PASSED ALONG TO ALL GRANT RECIPIENTS. 
NO MATCHING FUNDS ARE REQUIRED. Leveraged funds are additional funds your community is 
investing in the work. It may help in explaining overall community commitment to urban forestry. 

 

Budget Items Funding 
Request ($) Leveraged Funds ($) 

Budget Detail/ 
Source of Leverage 

Personnel    
Fringe    
Supplies    
Contractual    

Travel    

Volunteer    
Other    
Indirect    
TOTAL    

Page 80 of 94



URBAN GRANT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION FORM 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
August 27, 2025 11 

 

 

 
Budget Explanation: 

 

 

 

Checklist for a completed application: 
☐ Authorizing council resolution (if 
applicable) 
☐ State of Ohio Supplier ID Number 

 
☐ Unique Entity ID (UEI) with active 

registration status in SAM.gov 
☐ Signed statement certifying 

responsibility for maintenance 

IF ANY OF THESE ITEMS ARE MISSING YOUR APPLICATION MAY BE EXCLUDED FROM CONSIDERATION. 

OPTIONAL ATTACHMENTS 
☐ Planting Design 
☐ City urban forest plan 
☐ Summary of Risk Management / Tree Risk Assessment information 
☐ i-Tree Landscape analysis summary 
☐ Budget detail information 
☐ Organization chart showing key project members 
☐ Gantt Chart showing project timelines 
☐ Existing relevant tree ordinance(s) 
☐ Letter of support from tree commission 
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NONDISCRIMINATION DISCLOSURE 

In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible state 
or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s target center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the federal relay service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information is also available in languages other than English. 

To file a complaint alleging discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , or at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provided in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250- 9410; (2) fax: 
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov . This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open unexpected attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hi Angela,

This is Mick Oakes with PLK Communities. I’m reaching out regarding the hearing date for the “Robertson
South” PUD. We’d like to attend a council meeting prior to the hearing to give a brief presentation and
address any questions from staff.

Thank you!
– Mick Oakes

 
PLK Communities Website

Mick Oakes
Associate Developer
t: 513.451.0092 | m: 513.858.7179 | f: 513.561.4687

e: micko@plkcommunities.com | www.plkcommunities.com
a: 5905 E. Galbraith Road Suite 4100, Cincinnati, OH 45236

Tell Us How We're Doing!
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CITY OF NORWOOD 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Council Members, Mayor Schneider 
FROM:  M. Skelly, Community Development Director 
DATE:  8/1/2025 
RE: Pending Pavement Condition Rating (PCR) Study 
 
This Memo is purely for informational purposes only.  City Administration is about to enter into a 
contract with an Ohio based engineering firm that specializes in transportation and other 
infrastructure projects.  As this is regarded as an engagement of a qualified / specialized 
professional service, it is exempt from the standard competitive bids.  That said, the City staff still 
undertook an extensive RFP process, and interviewed - vetted preferred candidate consulting firms, 
before making a final decision. 
 
A brief summary of a PCR analysis – it is a very data intensive study that carefully identifies a dozen+ 
types of road distresses (either manually or by laser cameras) and then ranks them by severity from 
1-100.  These techniques are based on decades of engineering science codified by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, American Assoc. of State Highway and Transportation Officials, ASTM, and 
ODOT.  This comprehensive analysis is then used to produce an asset management plan for multi-
year road operations maintenance and capital improvement – restoration.  The adages of -  “Good 
data will foster good decisions”, and “Pay me now, or Pay me later” are VERY applicable to a PCR 
Study and their use in preparing a long-term capital road improvement plan.  The below charts show 
the relationship between the lifecycle of a typical road (25 yrs), the PCR Index, and likely costs. 
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While the PCR component represents the bulk of the information contained within the associated 
long-term capital road improvement plan, the Plan – more importantly, the financial implications 
and budgeting priorities will still be done with extensive consultation between Council and Mayor.  
Again, good data and the initial help by GPD Group in preparing the PCR will help guide these later 
important discussions. 
 
GPD Group’s letter of intent / statement of qualification included a proposal to do both the PCR as 
well as a concrete curb analysis for $34,840 and $14,715, respectively.  In addition to GPD Group’s 
Ohio municipal experience in routinely conducting PCRs, we were also interested by their familiarity 
with ODOT project funding strategies. 
 
This project is similar to the one completed in 2021, and will follow the same methodology; 
however, it was the Mayor’s desire to have a more in-depth analysis undertaken to provide the 
needed insight and impetus in order for the City to strive towards a more robust capital 
improvement plan for improving our road network, and setting 5 – 10 – 20 year budgeting targets. 
 
We expect the field work may begin by mid-September, and will likely be completed within 30-days.  
After this there will be extensive inputting, evaluation, and ultimately the preparation of a revised 
inventory and PCR priority list.  Consistent with the Mayor’s intent to prepare a more robust capital 
road improvement plan, it is expected that this second component will be done with ample public 
feedback from Norwood businesses and residents to ensure proper understanding of all key issues 
and available solutions. 
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